
per who went on to Group 4 

placement. GRCH Enter-

priseõs Great Adventure, 

Curtis, owned by the Tro-

jaks, took best in Multi-

Breed show in Show 2.  On 

Sunday in the rain and mud, 

Brodie, owned and handled 

by Jeannette Scott and 

Steve Trojak, took best of 

Multi -Breed Show in Show. 

And, darned if he didnõt do 

it again in the second show. 

It was a wonderful weekend 

for all those attending in 

spite of the rain and the mud 

and the cold. Just goes to 

show what we will do for and 

with our dogs! 

 

See Page 4 for more informa-

tion about other shows. 

This fall has been a wonder-

ful time for Labrador lovers 

from New Jersey to North 

Carolina and beyond. We 

have had a wonderful spe-

cialty show in Conover. It 

was a day when it was sup-

posed to rain, and the sun 

shone all day. We  began  

our season by attending the 

American Hairless show in 

Hickory, North Carolina, 

and showed what we were 

made of by helping each 

other out. The emails flew 

with wonderful comments 

about sportsmanship after 

that show! For those who 

missed it, Margo Carter had 

a very sick girl at home, and 

while she sat at the vet with  

her, Andy Anderson, Kayla 

Richardson, John Krier, and 

Karen, with the help of all 

the other club members, 

managed to get Margoõs dogs 

shown and actually finished 

McNeillõs Music of the 

Night! It was everything we 

were looking for when we 

joined this club. Friendship, 

fellowship, great dogs, and a 

few good wins thrown in to 

boot.  

The very next weekend in 

New Jersey ULRA was rep-

resented in a strong way! 

They had a wonderful junior 

showing by Alex Carroll, 

Amber Gill, and a new sub-

junior, Jordan Papp.  There 

were some great wins by the 

Carrols, Scotts, and Trojaks. 

On Satuday Jeannette Scott 

took best of breed with Coo-
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EXERCISE INDUCED COLLAPSE [EIC] ð ITõS NOT JUST ABOUT FIELD LABS 

MARTHA  B ANDERSON, PHD 

EDUCATION  CHAIR  

Recommended reading:  

http://www.vdl.umn.edu/ourservices/canineneuromuscular/taylor2008/home.html [there is a video link here to see an affected 

dog ð a must see] 

http://vetneuromuscular.ucsd.edu/cases/2000/jun00.html [this has a good discussion of the types of muscular dystrophy in 

Labradors] 

Now I am well aware of discussions that have raged on several of the labrador forums.  Here is my response:  Test dogs in 

your kennel, and you will soon realize that it is NOT just about field labradors.  It simply is NOT true that ONLY field Lab-

radors have the syndrome.  Several of our dogs have tested as ôcarriers.õ  Perhaps some of yours will, too. 

EIC is a disorder that is inherited.  The mode of transmission is simple dominant/recessive.  

So, why is EIC a problem, then? 

¶ Because EIC collapse can KILL your dog. 

¶ Because if your dog does have EIC you should know it to avoid putting that dog into exercise or training where the dog 

might collapse. 

¶ Because each dog who has the syndrome seems to have a different ôthreshold or trigger point.õ 

You can easily have a dog who is affected and not know it.  A kennel dog, show dog, or a house pet can be in good physical 

condition, retrieve, run and swim quite a bit, and still not display collapsing symptoms.  You may not be aware of the syn-

drome in an affected dog until you test it.  The opposite is also true, you may see a dog who collapses with very little stress or 

exercise, and testing confirms your suspicions. 

Real-life quotations and experiences:   

¶ ò é was I ever shocked when at 23 months she had a collapse after retrieving in the yard for about 10 minutes éó 

¶ ò é still canõt believe it that this fun loving beautiful dog who certainly has been in many stressful and physically de-

manding events thru the years é that this dog has tested affected éó 

¶  ô é friend whose titled stud dog who covers bitches naturally has tested as affected é this dog has never collapsed éó 

The University of Minnesota is continuing its research into EIC and is currently looking at EIC ôtypicalõ and ônon-typicalõ 

collapses.   In time they may differentiate several sub-types, perhaps lethal and non-lethal collapsing or severe vs simple col-

lapse.  

 

But until they do, a prudent breeder will know the EIC genotype of planned matings so as to properly educate prospective 

owners of puppies to ensure healthy, long lives for offspring produced.  No reputable breeder wants a puppy buyer coming 

back to them with EIC collapse concerns after the fact when testing could have been done to determine EIC status. 

 

To test for EIC, cheek swabs, dew claws, blood and semen are acceptable.  The cost is $65 and is done at University of Minne-

sota laboratory.  See the first link. 

 

Please be mindful of this potentially life-threatening syndrome and test your dogs.  

 

Editorõs note: We appreciate this article on a very timely subject. One of the hallmarks of ULRA is our commitment to the 

breed. This is where the paw meets the ring. 

http://www.vdl.umn.edu/ourservices/canineneuromuscular/taylor2008/home.html
http://vetneuromuscular.ucsd.edu/cases/2000/jun00.html
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When solving a problem, will your dog pay more attention to your helpful hints or those of a stranger? 

Dr. Brian Hare, Duke University Assistant Professor of Evolutionary Anthropology, hopes to answer this 
question as one of the first research projects of the new Duke Canine Cognition Center (DCCC) in Durham 
NC. 

Until the last decade scientific interest about the interior lives of dogs was sparse.  Scientists were more 
interested in studying great apes and even foxes than dogs.  But   Duke University has now spent thousands of dollars developing a 
laboratory where Dr. Hare and his colleagues can investigate how dogs thinking has evolved in conjunction with humans. 

Hare is one of a few cutting edge researchers interested in how the canine mind works and how the canine mind differs from those of 
other mammals such as chimpanzees, wolfs, and even children.  Understanding how dogs have evolved to live with humans may also 
give important clues about human evolution. 

Hare began his groundbreaking research about dogs when he was an undergraduate primate researcher at Harvard University.  He 
was intrigued by the observation that his dog seemed to follow his gaze and finger pointing better than the primates he was studying.  
In his garage he designed experiments to test his observation.  And a new field of research opened for Hare--playing problem solving 

games with dogs. 

The first reports of Hareôs research began trickling into the scientific community about 10 years ago.  Then 
in late 2002 the prestigious Science published his research comparing wolves raised by humans with dogs.  
Hare found that even untrained dog puppies who had little human contact could use human gaze and finger 
pointing to help them solve problems (such as finding hidden food).  But domesticated wolves could not. 

Over the past decade Hare has expanded his study to compare domesticated foxes in Russia with dogs.  
He found that these foxes who developed dog-like physical characteristics as a result of domestication also evolved skills for commu-
nication and cooperation similar to the abilities of domestic dogs. 

Dr. Hare has become a popular speaker and is even addressing the Association of Pet Dog Trainers at their annual convention.  He 
also has numerous research projects on the drawing board at the Canine Cognition Center. 

This fall Dr. Hareôs lab will begin investigating whether dogs will trust the cues given by people they know more than they trust the 
cues given by strangers.  Dogs will be asked to play games of problem solving involving their owners and researchers, and Hare 
wants to involve local dog owners in the research. 

To participate in this or later research of the DCCC, you can complete a survey about your dog at 
http://evolutionaryanthropology.duke.edu/dogs 

Research at Duke may Benefit Us All! 

Kate Fulkerson, Ph.D 



ULRA held itõs fall specialty show at Sipes Orchard Home in Conover on October 24, 2009. It was an absolutely awesome show 

that was reminiscent of the days when ULRA began. We were outside under a beautiful Carolina Blue sky on a lovely fall day 

with even better dogs!  This year we held a Gun Dog Specialty along with the Labrador Spe- cialty. 

Results were as follows: 

Labrador Specialty 
Show 1 

 
  Labrador Retriever Specialty 

 Junior Showmanship Best Junior Alexis Carroll 

Best Puppy Snows Acres Princess Raincloud  Harvey and Bonnie Henry 

Best Male  Highgarth Aquarian Lothario Denise Vanderwoude 

Reserve tŀƴǘƘŜǊ /ǊŜŜƪΩǎ /ƻƳŜōŀŎƪ YƛŘ Pat and Christina Weisse 

Best Female {ǘƻǊƳȅ /Ωǎ ¢ǊƻǇƛŎ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ Steve and Christina Trojak 

Reserve Twin Maples Touched by the Sun Trish and Mike Richardson 

Best of Winners {ǘƻǊƳȅ /Ωǎ ¢ǊƻǇƛŎ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ Steve and Christina Trojak 

Champion Hawk NS L.L. Bean Sue Schultze 

Reserve McNeills Music of the Night Margo Carter 

Grand Champion ²ƛƴŘǎǿŜǇǘƘƛƭƭΩǎ tŀŎŜ {ŜǘǘŜǊ Stephanie Leddons (Paul Sargent) 

Best of Specialty ²ƛƴŘǎǿŜǇǘƘƛƭƭΩǎ tŀŎŜ {ŜǘǘŜǊ  Stephanie Leddons (Paul Sargent) 

Snows Acres Princess Raincloud  

Editor takes special license to put her 

puppy's picture here... 

The club was fortunate to have our own 

Marti Anderson as one of the judges. Of 

course, that meant that officers could 

not show dogs, but we had a good turn 

out and attracted a few new folks with 

lovely dogs. There was a nice variety of 

labs presented. Our juniors included 

Alexis Carroll, Braxton Leddons, Kayla 

Richardson, and  Jamie Leigh Phelps.  

The Gun Dog Specialty drew a couple of 

exhibitors. We were happy to see the 

Chesapeake Bay Retrievers of Kathy 

Case and the Golden Retrievers from 

Starlet Heavner. Whiskey Creekõs 

Greenbrier owned and handled by 

Kathy Case won Best in Specialty Show 

for Show 1 while Starõs Cameo Ainõt 

Nothinõ Free took Show 2. 

 

The raffle, managed by Pat Weisse with 

help from Christine and friends, was an 

outstanding success and fun for all. Of 

course there are never enough Fred Sim-

mons pound cakes to go around. There 

were lots of great things on which to put 

your money down. The Trojaks seemed 

to be the lucky ones this time. Maybe it 

is a just reward for making such a long 

drive to support the club!! 

ULRA has a òSwinginõ 

Judge!ó 

 Junior Showmanship Best Junior  Kayla Richardson 

Best  Puppy /ŀǎōŀǊΩǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ h Jennifer and Alexis Carroll 

Veteran Female  Mud Creeks Shady Lady  John Krier 

McNeills Raven in the 
Snow 

Margo Carter   

Best  Male Highgarth Aquarian Lothario  Denise Vanderwoude    

Reserve {ƻƭŀŎŜΩǎ aŀƴ ƻŦ 5ƛǎǘƛƴŎǘƛƻƴ Sherry Bradley 

Best Female tŀƴǘƘŜǊǎ /ǊŜŜƪΩǎ tǊŜǘǘȅ ±ŜƎŀǎ Pat and Christine Wiesse 

Reserve Mud Creeks Goodnight Gracie John Krier 

Best of Winners  tŀƴǘƘŜǊǎ /ǊŜŜƪΩǎ tǊŜǘǘȅ ±ŜƎŀǎ Pat and Christine Wiesse 

Champion {ǘƻǊƳȅ /Ωǎ IǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜ Steve and Christina Trojak 

Reserve tŀƴǘƘŜǊ /ǊŜŜƪΩǎ !Ƴ L .ƭǳŜ Pat and Christine Wiesse 

Grand Champion Enterprises Great Adventure Steve and Christina Trojak 

Best of Specialty {ǘƻǊƳȅ /Ωǎ IǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜ Steve and Christina Trojak 

Big thanks to Sue Schultz and Brian 

Phelps for all the hard work they put in 

to make this show a big success. Thanks 

to all the members who  helped with 

setup and clean up. And, thanks to Sipes 

Orchard Home for allowing us to use the 

facility and selling us a good lunch!   


